BY ORDER OF THE  SHAH

He triumphed by sheer character. As a warning to rebels,
he would seize his victims, cut off ears, nose, and tongue,
and gouge out their eyes, leaving them chained to the gate
of the palace until they were finally impaled.

A few years later Darius sallied forth against the
Scythians, who were giving trouble in Asia Minor. Backed
by a large fleet, he crossed the Bosporus and the Danube
upon a bridge of boats, but found that his nomad enemy
had vanished into thin air, so he sent an army of a hundred
thousand further into Europe on a war of conquest. Not
thinking the subjection of Greece would be difficult, he
advanced once again. Two routes were open to him: one
through Asia Minor, and the other across the JLgean Sea.
He decided to go overland. The outcome was Marathon,
a battle which more than any other affected the history
of the world. He sent his fleet of six hundred ships into
the bay a few miles north-east of Athens. Greek cavalry
could not operate over the hilly shores, so nine thousand
Athenians and a thousand Plateans, under Miltiades,
occupied the ground, facing fifty thousand Persians.
Miltiades extended his centre and charged upon the
Persian host, who were taken by surprise, amazed that so
small a force, unsupported by cavalry, should attack the
flower of their army. Leaving six thousand dead, the
Persians took to their heels and fled to the ships, the enemy
hot upon them. The invincible army of the King of Kings
was at last humbled, and by a few Athenians defending
their homes.

The first Darius died four hundred and eighty-five years
before Christ was born. His son Xerxes, otherwise
Ahasuerus, beloved of Esther the Jewess, followed his
father upon the throne. He first suppressed rebellions in
Egypt and Babylon. To attack his old enemies in Greece
he formed an army of two millions, including camp fol-
lowers, women, and eunuchs, drawn from all over the
Persian empire.
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